Welcome to the definitive guide to the
hottest new hotels in the world. From a
shortlist of thousands we have selected
the 65 best new places to stay, in the
most comprehensive Hot List ever.

Our experts from all over the globe have
used their discernment and insider
knowledge to bring us the most stylish,
most innovative, most luxurious hotels,
whose settings range from desert islands
to capital cities, starting with our own
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> ROOM TO BOOK The panoramic suite
with its roof terrace and river views.

54 quai de Bacalan, Bordeaux (00 33 5 56

39 07 07; www.seekoo-hotel.com). Doubles

from €180; panoramic suite €360

GERMANY

THE CHARLES HOTEL Munich

Named in honour of Charles Forte, founder
of the Forte hospitality empire who died last
year, The Charles Hotel is Rocco Forte's third
hotel in Germany, following hot on the heels
of Frankfurt's Villa Kennedy and Berlin's Hotel
de Rome, which both opened in 2006. Unlike
those, however, this is a brand-new building
and feels utterly international. The decor,
overseen by Rocco's sister Olga Polizzi, is
neutral and unobtrusive: this isn't a place to
arrest your senses, it's somewhere to unwind.
The basement pool is a generous 15 metres,
the adjoining gym is large and well equipped,
and the bedrooms are airy and spacious,
with Nymphenburg porcelain in the limestone
bathrooms and Everyman editions of European
authors on the shelves. The restaurant is
Italian (Munich is nearer to Venice than to
Berlin), and the chef, Giovanni Russo, has
created a light, invigorating menu. The location
isn't ideal for sightseeing, but the central
station and the Lenbachhaus, one of Munich's
finest galleries, are both a short walk away.
WHEN TO GO In early December for the
Christmas markets, when the streets are
transformed into festive grottoes.

ROOM TO BOOK Ask for a room overlooking
the botanical gardens, or a corner suite: with
windows on three sides, they are light even

in midwinter. If your pockets are deep enough,
the Presidential Suite has a grand piano, a
steam room, and stunning views of the Alps.
Sophienstrasse 28, Munich (00 49 89 544
5550; www.roccofortecollection.com).
Doubles from €375; corner suites from
€1,200; Presidential Suite from €5,000

GREECE
BABY GRAND HOTEL Athens

With its fake-stucco fagade and
seedy location by Omonia Square,

Baby Grand, the smallest property
in the biggest hotel chain in Greece, makes
an unpromising first impression. But the
oversized flowerpots and retro swing-seat by
the revolving front door suggest that this urban
bolthole is less conventional than its sister
Classical Hotels, Inside, it is eccentric in the
extreme. A jungle of plastic leaves encloses
the all-white Meat Me restaurant, where
fashionable Athenians order gourmet kebabs.
Mirrored stairs lead up to the first-floor
reception, a psychedelic den plastered in
warped graffiti, where two Mini Coopers stand
in for front desks. The graffiti theme continues
in 55 of the 76 rooms, customised by street
artists in outlandish styles, from the Smurfs
to Superman, space-age scenes to serene
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landscapes. Furnishings are a curious mix

of cutting-edge (Kartell Bourgie lamps) and
predictable (leatherette reclining chairs),

but somehow it works. Huge beds are strewn
with fake-fur throws; iPods come with funky
playlists; instead of piped music, there's
recorded birdsong in the communal spaces.
The hotel has a tiny Carita spa and basement
gym with a saucy, see-through ceiling so you
can work up a sweat looking up the skirts of
diners. Otherwise, there’s not much of a view.
This is a place for people who like to party.
On the morning after, tuck into the excellent
buffet breakfast of regional Greek specialities.
Billed as a ‘why not?" hotel, Baby Grand

is refreshingly offbeat. Unlike many Athenian
hotels, it's also reasonably priced.

WHEN TO GO For a long weekend during the
three-week carnival season in February/March.
ROOM TO BOOK The bedrooms are small, so
book a deluxe room or junior suite if you can.
65 Athinas Street, Athens (00 30 210 325
0900; www.classicalhotels,com). Doubles
from €150; deluxe rooms from €175; junior
suites from €210

MYSTIQUE Santorini

It was a fair bet that Mystique, sister property
to Vedema Resort Santorini and a member of
Starwood's Luxury Collection, would be stellar.
With their popstar looks, general manager
Antonis Eliopoulos and PR director Kalia
Konstantinidou exude success. Mystique clings
to a crater’s edge above the Aegean, in the
village of Oia. But while all the other hotels

in the village are painted Cycladic white,

Mystique, Santorini

Mystique’s curvaceous walls stand out in
comforting cream. The hotel is not newly
built but a sensitive makeover of one that
never made the charts. The bedrooms, carved
into the cliff, all have caldera views and the
decor complements the troglodytic look with
island flair, Flintstones-style: coffee tables
shaped like large pebbles on limestone floors;
bedheads and lamps sculpted from driftwood:;
cushions embroidered with traditional floral
designs. Two suites have treadmills but,

with friendly staff, Jacuzzis and those views,
you won't need to hyperventilate to reach
nirvana. Anyway, all the steps up and down
between the suites, the infinity-edged pool
and the village obviate the need for a gym.
There is a cave-cellar full of interesting
wines, and the restaurant serves delicious
dishes made with fresh, local ingredients.
WHEN TO GO Spring and late summer are best,
with fewer people and cooler temperatures.
ROOM TO BOOK One of the two spacious
(70-square-metre) villas.

Oia, Santorini (00 30 22860 71114;
www.mystique.gr). Doubles from €460;
villas from €1,150

HUNGARY
LANCHID 19 Budapest

The most striking recent addition
to Budapest's historic riverside,

the Lanchid 19 is named for the
nearby Chain Bridge. Its innovative design
stands in stark contrast to the three dull chain

hotels across the water. Since it opened in
August 2007, the Lanchid has become a city

landmark, thanks to a unique facade that
ripples in harmony with the river, It is made of
strips of glass, each covered in tiny paintings
of water-themed subjects such as fish or river
snails. The glass sheets are linked to a
weather sensor so that they move as the wind
changes. The facade is illuminated at night,
turning the hotel into an urban lighthouse.
Guests who simply want to enjoy the view

of the city from river-facing rooms can press
a stop button, and the glass sheets slide
away to the side. The Lanchid 19 is the first
Hungarian member of Design Hotels, and its
45 rooms and three suites have a cosy but
stylish feel. The Panorama Suites facing the
river have huge terraces and spectacular
views. Each room has its own design quirks,
such as a magnetic chessboard on the wall,
or a choice of coverings for a chair. While

the overall look is hip and modern, the hotel
also puts history to good use: the Lanchid

19 was built on the remains of a medieval
water-tower that once supplied the royal
castle, and the tower's basement is now a
party room. The staff are young and friendly,
and the Buda-side location is superb: the
castle is just behind, while the museums, bars,
clubs and cafés of Pest are nearby.

WHEN TO GO Spring, summer or autumn.
ROOM TO BOOK Panorama Suite one or two,
facing the Danube.

Lanchid u 19-21, Budapest (00 361 419 1900;
www.lanchidIShotel.hu). Doubles from €181;
Panorama Suites from €360

IRELAND

CAPELLA CASTLEMARTYR

County Cork

Despite its dramatic, 12th-century castle and
adjoining palatial, 17th-century manor house,
the initial impact of Castlemartyr does not
come from its beautiful buildings but from its
high standard of service. The attention to
detail begins with a call from a personal
assistant before you leave home to arrange
an itinerary, which might include a horse-
drawn carriage trip around the 220-acre
grounds, golf on the Ron Kirby-designed links
or treatments at the Auriga Spa. The decor

is more understated opulence (antique oak
floors; Persian rugs; subdued colours) than
cutting-edge design, and the most striking
room is the Knight's Bar, with its high, rococo
ceiling. Chef Roger Ohlsson (from London's
two-Michelin-starred Pied a Terre) presides
over the Bell Tower restaurant - three rooms
with views of the formal gardens - and the
restful Garden Room; his inventive use of East
Cork's renowned produce is a key attraction.
Only 11 of the 109 bedrooms are in the
manor house; the rest are in a new wing. All
are uniformly luxurious and spacious. The
marble bathrooms have large baths and walk-
in showers. A highlight is the spa designed by
Raison d'Etre, with its glass-enclosed Ozone
pool, indulgent lunar-cycle treatments with
Organic Pharmacy products in 10 treatment
rooms, 24-hour gym and vitality pools.
WHEN TO GO Summer, to enjoy nearby
beaches, fishing trips, dolphin sightings and
the beautiful East Cork countryside. >



